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	Three small towns have recently been accepted into a statewide housing development program. SDPB’s Jackie Hendry has the story.
If you build it…they will come. That strategy has never been more relevant than in small towns looking to expand.
Mike KUH-NOOT-SUN is a program coach with the Dakota Resources Home Address Rural Housing program. He says that while some think job growth is the key to growing communities…they key may really lie in housing development.

BITE: It was probably about ten years ago that we started hearing from community leaders who said teachers and young families who wanted to move back couldn’t find the houses they wanted. So when they couldn’t find the houses in the community maybe where they had a job, they would end up looking to other communities and driving to their place of employment. So that’s a real missed opportunity. (21 sec)

That’s where Home Address comes in. When a town is accepted into the program…it’s assigned a coach to educate community leaders on housing development strategies. The program also gives the rest of the community a chance to identify and prioritize their needs.

BITE: In some cases that’s workforce housing, in other cases it’s affordable housing. In other communities it’s identifying property maintenance. In other words, cleaning up dilapidated properties and making sure that homes fall into the category of good repair. And every community is different. (17 sec)
The community is connected to a learning network so that communities in similar positions can help each other. KUH-NOO-SUN says Mobridge…Desmet…and Lemon are in the earliest stages of coaching now...and community meetings should begin in November.

For South Dakota Public Broadcasting…I’m Jackie Hendry in Vermillion. 
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